
NAGOYA 

PROTOCOL
Access and Benefit Sharing

A protocol is an agreement that is part of a treaty 

signed by a meeting or conference of governments 

and other officials 

Nagoya is the city in Japan where the all the officials 

got together in 2010 to adopt the Protocol and to 

make it a legal agreement in all their countries



How did the Nagoya Protocol come about? 

The Convention of Biological Diversity came 

into force in 1993 and has three main objectives:

1. Conservation of biological diversity

2. Sustainable use of its components

3. Fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 

arising out of the utilization of genetic 

resources.

The Cook Islands signed the Convention Of Biological 

Diversity in 2004.

The Cook Islands must put in place an ABS policy and 

legislation before we can sign the Nagoya Protocol.

The Nagoya Protocol was developed to protect the 

rights of the owners of their genetic resources and of 

traditional knowledge.

The Protocol allows the owners to share in the benefits 

of any commercial activity that may result from the 

use of genetic resources.



What is ACCESS and BENEFIT SHARING (ABS)?



What are genetic resources and why are 

they important?



What are genetic resources used for?



What is traditional knowledge and why 

is it important?



How did genetic resources and traditional 

knowledge get to be so important?



Who is involved in the ABS contract?



What is involved in the ABS contract?



NAGOYA 

PROTOCOL
Access and Benefit Sharing

1

2

3

4

5

6

7


